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Mr E CharlesJacobs
OfficeofCityAttorney
CityofBossierCity
P O Box5337
BossierCity LA71171 5337

Re DocketNo 2022 206
AdvisoryOpinion

DearMr Jacobs

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics Board atitsApril8 2022meeting consideredyourrequestfor
anadvisoryopinionregardingwhetherthefatheroftheChiefAdministrativeOfficerforBossier
Citycanprovidecontractualservicesforthecity

FACTSPROVIDED

AmandaNottinghamisthenewly appointedBossierCityCAO Herfather TerrellDaleTeutsch
servedastheDeputyChieffortheBossierCityPoliceDepartmentbeforehisretirementin2009
Herstepmother CynthiaNerren ownsCNConsulting LLC

TheCityisintheprocessofselectinganewChiefofPoliceandnoneoftheapplicantshaveserved
inpoliceadministrationinBossierCityorasaDeputyChief Youstatedthatinordertoensurea
smoothtransition youwouldliketoenterintoacontractwitharetiredmemberoftheBossierCity
PoliceDepartmentwhohasextensiveexperienceinpoliceadministration staffing and
organization YouwouldliketohaveMr Teutschprovidetheconsultingservicesthrougha
contractwithCNConsulting LLC Theservicestobeprovidedwouldbelimitedtostaffingand
organizationofthePoliceDepartment

Youstatedthatyouwouldenterintothecontract independentoftheMayor inyourcapacityas
CityAttorneypursuanttoyourauthorityintheCitysHomeRuleCharterthatallowsyou to
acquireandmonitoranyoutsidelegalassistancetheCitymayrequire Youstatedthathewill
providecontractconsultingservicestotheLegalDepartmentonissuesrelatedtostaffingand
organizationofthePoliceDepartmentcivilservicelawandprocedure

BOSSIERCITYHOMERULECHARTER

TheCityofBossierCityHomeRuleCharterprovidesthefollowing
1 Section406providesthatthemayorhasthefollowingpowersandduties c appoint suspend
orremoveanycityemployee d directandsupervisetheadministrationofallcitydepartments
l maydelegateauthorityforoperationandmanagementofallorsome Citydepartmentsandall

resourcestherein withtheexceptionoftheCityAttorney and n appointthepolicechief and
shallnotrequirecitycouncilconfirmation
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2 Section702 ThemayorshallbetheheadoftheDepartmentofPublicaffairsandprovides
thatthemayorshallestablishpolicyandmanagementregulationconsistentwiththecitycharter
andordinances andprescribethedutiesandresponsibilitiesofallcityemployees
3 Section703 TheChiefAdministrativeOfficershallserveasexecutiveandadministrative
assistanttothemayor performingsuchdutiesasassignedbythemayor
4 Section 801 TheLegalDepartmentshallprovidelegalguidancetothemayor citycouncil
andalldepartmentsofcitygovernment
5 Section802providesthatthecityattorneyshallberesponsibleforandtheheadofthelegal
department
6 Section1702 Thepolicechiefshallbetheheadofthepolicedepartment whichincludesan
administrativeservicesdivision
7 Section1703 Theadministrativeservicesdivisionofthepolicedepartmentshallbeunder
thedirectionofthepolicechief orhisdesigneethedeputypolicechief toprovidethefollowing
functions planningandresearch personnel purchasing budgetandpayroll internalaffairs and
publicinformation

ISSUE

WhatisMs Nottinghamsagency andisherfatherprohibitedfromprovidingconsultingservices
relatedtothestaffingandorganizationofthePoliceDepartment

LAW

La RS 421113A1 providesthat nopublicservant ormemberofsuchapublic
servantsimmediatefamily orlegalentityinwhichhehasacontrollinginterestshallbidonor
enterintoanycontract subcontract orothertransactionthatisunderthesupervisionor
jurisdictionoftheagencyofsuchpublicservant

RS 421102Definitions

13 Immediatefamily meansapublicservantschildren thespouseofhischildren his
siblingsandtheirspouses hisparents hisspouseandhisspousesparents

19 Publicservantmeansapublicemployeeoranelectedofficial

18 a i Publicemployee includesanadministrativeofficerorofficialofagovernmental
entitywhoisnotfillinganelectedoffice

2 a vi Agency forapublicservantofapoliticalsubdivisionmeansthe agencyinwhich
thepublicservantservices exceptthatformembersofanygoverningauthorityandforthe
electedorappointedchiefexecutiveofagovernmentalentity itshallmeanthegovernmental
entity

23 Transactioninvolvingthegovernmentalentity means anyproceeding application
submission requestforarulingorotherdetermination contract claim case orothersuch
particularmatterwhichthepublicservant inquestionknowsorshouldknow a is orwill
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be thesubjectionofactionbythegovernmentalentity b isonetowhichthegovernmental
entityisorwillbeaparty c isoneinwhichthegovernmentalentityhasadirectinterest A
transactioninvolvingtheagencyofagovernmentalentityshallhavethesamemeaningwith
respecttotheagency

ANALYSIS

AstheCAOfortheCity Ms NottinghamisapublicservantpursuanttothedefinitionsinLa
RS 42110219 and 18 a i Mr Teustchisamemberofhisdaughtersimmediatefamilyas
definedbyLa RS 42110213

TheBossierCityHomeRuleCharterprovidesthattheCAOshallserveasexecutiveand
administrativeassistanttotheMayor performingsuchdutiesasassignedbytheMayor The
Mayorappoints suspendsorremovesanyCityemployee anddirectsandsupervisesthe
administrationofallCitydepartments ItappearsthattheCAOsagencyisnotlimitedtothe
PublicAffairsDepartmentandheragencyisBossierCityGovernment whichincludestheLegal
DepartmentandthePoliceDepartment alongwithallotherCitydepartments

Therefore eventhoughtheCityAttorneywillenterintothecontractwiththeconsulting
company throughwhichMr Teustchwillprovidetheconsultingservices Mr Teustchwillbe
enteringintoatransactionthatisunderthesupervisionorjurisdictionofhisdaughtersagency
BossierCityGovernment

CONCLUSION

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinform thatLa RS 421113A1 prohibitsMr
TeutschfromprovidingconsultingservicesregardingthestaffingandorganizationoftheBossier
CityPoliceDepartment

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactsas
presentedmayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheLouisianaCodeof
GovernmentalEthics TheBoardissuesnoopinionastopastconductorastolawsotherthanthe
LouisianaCodeofGovernmentalEthics theCampaignFinanceDisclosureAct theLobbyist
DisclosureActs andtheconflictofinterestprovisionscontainedintheLouisianaGamingControl
Law Ifyouhaveanyquestions pleasecontactmeat 800 8426630or 225 2195600

Sincerely

LOUISIANABOARDOFETHICS

KathleenM Allen
FortheBoard
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